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THE TREATY OF BERLIN, 1878
THE Russo-TuRKisn WAR
BARELY was the ink dry on the Treaty of London when
a Balkan crisis, resulting from the insurrection in the Turk-
ish province of Herzegovina in July, 1875, once more di-
rected the attention of the Great Powers to Constantinople
and the Straits, After two years of diplomatic effort to
localize the conflict in the Balkans,1 Russia declared war
against Turkey on April 24, 1877, and her apparent inten-
tion to utilize Turkey's embarrassment for a solution of the
Straits question favorable to Russian interests almost re-
sulted in a war between Russia and Great Britain.
The conduct of Russia, both before and after the outbreak
of the Russo-Turkish war, as appears from contemporary
records, indicates clearly that she was determined to reopen
the question of the Straits, It is equally clear that British
foreign policy, despite division of opinion at home and a
rather vocal opposition to war, was firmly determined to
1 These efforts culminated in the unsuccessful Constantinople Con-
ference of the Great Powers, lasting from December, 1876, to January,
1877. For diplomatic correspondence relating to the convocation and
aftermath of the Conference, see British and Foreign State Papers, Vol.
68, pp. 1064-1110; for the records of the meetings, see ibid., pp. 1114-
1207.
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